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Protecting wildlife vs protectig farm 
animal health 



Wildlife vs Livestock : Context

A lot of Member States 
can make the same 

statement 

High density of wild 
boars and other types of 
wild animals in Europe 



Context

Belgium : an example, not an exception



Context

Wild boars in Wallonia : + 600% in 30 years (mean = 44/1000 ha 
with black points with 75/1000 ha) )  

5000 in 1982

30.000 in 2016



Causes 

Why this high density of wild boars ? 

Feeding wildlife
+ 

Low hunting
rates 

+ 
Short hunting

periods
+ 

Wildlife
conservation

= 

70%



High density problems  

- Biodiversity is compromised in forest 

- Damages in gardens and car accidents  

- Increasing sanitary risks for livestock 



Sanitary problems 

Higher risks of animal diseases : ASF, CSF, Brucellose, 
Aujeszky … 

some particular cases in Wallonia   

2 recent cases of Brucella suis (2012 and 2016) in bovine 
herds  EU regulation asks for an emergency slaughtering 
when Brucella sp. is found

We ask for a change in EU regulation ; Brucella suis
in bovine isn’t transmissible to other bovines  



Sanitary problems 

Belgium is officially free of Aujeszky disease… but around 
25-30% of wild boars are positive 

1 hunting dog dead in 2016 

Hunters and hunting areas owners aren’t informed or 
don’t care about sanitary risks of wild life to them and 

livestock 



Sanitary problems 

Belgium has a high density of pigs in the north and a high 
density of wild boars in the south 

Perfect cocktail for African swine fever and/or classic 
swine fever 



Solutions 

How to find a new balance between wildlife
and livestock ? 

- European and national coordination and regulation 
Drastically decrease of wildlife populations when they 
are a problem  perhaps without hunters  army? 
Other? 

- Information about risks of wildlife  hunters, farmers, 
public and local authorities but also tr

- Wildlife health surveillance within Member states 



Merci pour votre attention 
Questions ?  


